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DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

Eight Hundred and Eleventh Meeting 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room 

March 14, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Kate James   Library of Congress 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Sean Killen   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) (by  

   teleconference) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Jeremy Smith   Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management) (by  

   teleconference) 
Timothy St. Onge  Library of Congress 
 
Ex-Officio 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names Committee 
    (by teleconference) 
Lou Yost, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Domestic Names Committee  
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey (by teleconference) 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Andrew Griffin, Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Lonette Merriman, Constellation Brands, Inc. 
William Merone, Hunton Andrews Kurth, LLP 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Deb Nordeen, Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Sergio Rodriguez, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chairman Flora opened the meeting at 9:32 a.m. and invited members, staff, and guests to introduce 
themselves.  
 
2.  Minutes of the 810th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 810th meeting, held February 14, were approved as submitted. 
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3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman  
 
There was no report. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Full Board will take place Tuesday, April 16, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.   
 
The first session of the newly re-constituted United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
(UNGEGN) will take place April 29 to May 3, 2019, in New York City.   
 
Yost announced that Forrest has been appointed as the member representing the Government Publishing 
Office.  She is also serving as chair of the Special Committee on Communications.  
 
Palmer reported that the Foreign Names Committee met on Tuesday, March 12, at the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency.  Two email votes were held recently.  The first was to approve a name change for the 
nation formerly known as the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) to North Macedonia.  
The second involved the dis-establishment of a first-order administrative division (Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas) in Pakistan. 
 
The next meeting of the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features will take place Tuesday, March 19 at 
the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Palmer thanked 
Tara Wallace for hosting the meeting. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
Forrest thanked the BGN for the opportunity to serve as the Chair of the Special Committee on 
Communications (SCC).  She announced that Lyon has been invited to serve as vice chair. 
 
Forrest distributed examples of some of the products for which the SCC is responsible and welcomed any 
feedback and ideas for additional items.  She also invited anyone interested in serving on the SCC to contact 
her.  She will meet with the Secretariat to review any pending items for which the SCC is responsible. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
The members were asked who plans to attend the 2019 annual meeting of the Council of Geographic Names 
Authorities (COGNA), to be held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, August 5-9.  Lou reminded the committee 
that five departments must be present to constitute a quorum and that the DNC meeting is an important part 
of the COGNA experience for attendees. 
 
Yost was interviewed by a journalist with National Parks magazine who had attended a DNC meeting in 
2018.  The journalist is working on an article to be included in a forthcoming issue.  Shelton noted that the 
same individual has also contacted the National Park Service regarding a number of pending proposals. 
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The February issue of Smithsonian magazine included an article about George Washington Gibbs, 
reportedly the first African-American to set foot on Antarctica.  The article mentioned that a geographic 
feature in Antarctica is named in his honor.  The Advisory Committee on Antarctic Features recommended 
approval of the name and it was made official by the BGN in 2009. 
 
KUOW-TV in Washington reported on a proposal to apply the name Littleneck Beach to an unnamed beach 
in Clallam County.  The name refers to native clams which are harvested at the beach.  The BGN will be 
voting on this proposal later this year. 
 
An article in the Caloosa Belle, a Florida newspaper, reported on the proposal to change the name of an 
unincorporated community in Glades County from Muce to Muse.   
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
The proposal for the new name Roberson Creek for a stream in Idaho (Review List 432) has been 
withdrawn by the proponent.  The name was proposed in the belief that the stream needed to be named so 
that it could be used in the naming of a hydrologic unit.  Because of its location within a federally 
designated wilderness area, the DNC deferred a decision at its December 2018 meeting, citing the need to 
clarify with the management of the Watershed Boundary Dataset (WBD) as to whether such names are in 
fact needed, especially in cases where they would conflict with the BGN’s Wilderness Names Policy.  After 
conferring with the WBD staff, it was determined that a hydrologic unit can be named for either a natural or 
administrative feature, or for the hydrologic reach code, and that there are other options in this situation.  
The proponent withdrew her proposal and indicated that the name of a nearby trail could be used instead.  
As such, the stream will remain unnamed. 
 
The Secretariat is compiling Review List 435, which will be posted online at the end of March.   
 
A proposal has been received to change the name of Redskin Creek in Jefferson County and Park County, 
Colorado, to Ute Creek.   
 
Members were reminded of the proposal to change the name of Mount Evans in Clear Creek County, 
Colorado, to Mount Cheyenne Arapaho.  This proposal was submitted because of Governor John Evans’ 
role in the conditions that led to the 1864 Sand Creek Massacre of members of the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.  The Secretariat was contacted by a resident of Denver who suggests that other Tribes, such as the 
Utes, had a stronger connection to the area, and as such, she would confer with them, as well as “Cheyenne 
Traditionalists,” regarding the matter.  Since then, she has submitted a new proposal to change the name of 
the summit to Mount Soule instead; this name would commemorate Captain Silas Soule, who refused an 
order for his unit to participate in the Sand Creek Massacre and is considered a hero for his stance.  The 
proponent of Mount Cheyenne Arapaho has stated previously that she is “open to other names as long as the 
name is changed from Mount Evans” and she will be asked to comment on the counterproposal.  The 
proposal for Mount Soule will be included on Review List 435, and all interested parties will once again be 
contacted.  The U.S. Forest Service and Denver Parks and Recreation are also conducting their own 
outreach to Tribal governments. 
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3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
Updates have been made to the BGN website, including changes to the membership list and links to State 
Names Authorities.   
 
The conversion of the BGN website to Drupal is still in progress.   
 
Names of National Wild and Scenic Rivers are being added to GNIS, based on lists compiled by the various 
agencies that administer these areas. 
 
McCormick and Runyon participated in a conference call with the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) 
stewards for Florida and California who have been comparing NHD with GNIS to ensure that NHD 
contains current and correct hydrographic names.  The stewards will provide McCormick with lists of 
names that are not recorded in GNIS, but which NHD (1) has determined are in local use, and (2) would 
like to make official.  If McCormick determines that the names are found in authoritative sources and do not 
conflict with BGN policies, they most likely can be added directly into GNIS.  Otherwise, they will be 
forwarded to the Secretariat for BGN review.  McCormick provided guidance to the stewards regarding the 
proper format of such submissions.   
 
There have been ongoing issues with GNIS, with many users unable to access the data and/or experiencing 
extremely slow response times.  The issues also seem to be dependent on which Internet browser is used, 
although that is also not consistent.  It was determined that a USGS firewall issue was likely the cause, and 
it is recommended that users clear their cache.  A related issue that prevented access to the Esri basemap 
and to documents attached to GNIS records was quickly resolved. 
 
The production of a GNIS geodatabase and delivery of all national datasets will be taken over by the USGS 
National Geospatial Technology Operations Center (NGTOC).  The availability of new download files was 
delayed due to the recent partial Government shutdown.   
 
3.7  Public Presentation: Appealing the BGN decision to approve the name To Kalon Creek (Merone and 
Merriman) 
 
William Merone, Counsel from Hunton Andrews Kurth, LLP, and Lonette Merriman, Associate General 
Counsel for Constellation Brands, Inc., gave a presentation addressing concerns that have been raised 
following the BGN’s 2017 decision to approve the new name To Kalon Creek (FID 2787875) for a stream 
in Napa County, California.  Constellation Brands, Inc. is requesting the BGN revisit its decision.   
 
Chairman Flora thanked Mr. Merone and Ms. Merriman for presenting their concerns and asked that 
members be prepared to ask questions at the April DNC meeting.  The Secretariat will provide the members 
with a copy of the relevant material for their review. 
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4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 
parties 
 
Fifteen name changes for features in Hawaii (not review listed)  
 
change ʻIhiʻihelauākea (FID 359483) to ʻIhiʻihilauākea 
change Kalaeokahano (FID 359991) (BGN 1984) to Kalaeokahano Point 
change Kalanai Point (FID 360057) to Kalani Point 
change Puu Kaliu (FID 363778) to Kaliʻu 
change Kūlepiamoa Ridge (FID 361575) to Kūlepeamoa Ridge 
change Cape Kumukahi (FID 358716) (BGN 1954) to Kumukahi 
change Maunaʻōhi Ridge (FID 362260) to Maunaʻōahi Ridge 
change Maunawili Ditch (FID 362302) to Maunawili Flume 
change North Fork Kaukonahua Stream (FID 362701) (BGN 1914, 1954) to North Kaukonahua 
Stream 
change Oneohilo Gulch (FID 362826) to Oneohilo 
change Puaʻena (FID 363446) to Puaʻena Point 
change Pulemoku (FID 363538) (BGN 1956, 1973) to Pulemoku Rock 
change Puʻukaeʻo (FID 363866) to Puʻukoaʻe 
change Uwao Stream (FID 364389) to Uao Stream 
change Wāʻwāʻia (FID 364957) to Wāwāʻia Gulch, Hawaii  
 
The Secretariat asked the DNC to defer two additional changes (change Kamoi Point (FID 360314) (BGN 
1963) to Kamoi, and change Puu Kamalii (FID 363781) to Kamaliʻi), pending a review of land 
management status by the National Park Service. 
 
Members questioned why some of the changes added a generic term and some removed a generic term.  
The Secretariat reported that the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names recommended all these changes after 
a rigorous review process with all interested parties and that the suggested names are in local and published 
use.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve all the proposed changes except for the two to be deferred. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
It was noted that a number of other changes to Hawaiian names, specifically those related to Census 
Designated Places and civil divisions, have been forwarded to the Census Bureau for review.  Flora 
commented that the Census Bureau is continuing to evaluate how to incorporate Hawaiian writing marks 
into its products. 
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Change Eagle Creek - in part (FID 905929) to North Fork Eagle Creek, New Mexico (Lincoln National 
Forest / White Mountain Wilderness) (Review List 433) (FID 2798004) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.   
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Moose Antler Falls, New Hampshire (White Mountain National Forest) (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation of the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS). 
 
Kanalley clarified the position of the USFS, which reflected concerns about adequate and safe resource 
management under reduced budgets.  The recommendation against the name was not made to discourage 
visitation to the Forest, but to discourage off-trail exploration which could result in habitat degradation.  In 
addition, the USFS states that finding moose antlers is an uncommon occurrence anywhere and they are no 
more likely to be found at these falls.   
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Luna Lake, Alaska (Tongass National Forest) (Review List 432) (FID 2798001) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  Members discussed the Animal Names Policy and 
its guideline that “an animal’s death on or at a feature does not necessarily meet the criteria for direct 
association.”  Some members suggested that the name could reference local lore about the formation of the 
lake, while others suggested that five years is not long enough for pervasive well-known local lore to 
develop.  
 
 Vote:     9  in favor 
                1  against 
                  2  abstentions 
 
The dissenting vote was cast due to the lack of documented local use and the belief that the dog’s death at 
the feature was not enough to warrant a commemorative name. 
 
John Henry Creek, Georgia (Review List 432) (FID 2798002) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  Members discussed whether the name could be 
presumed to commemorative an individual with the first name John and the surname Henry.  The 
Secretariat responded that the proponent, who has the same surname as the intended honoree, may have 
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been familiar with the Commemorative Names Policy and understood that proposing the surname could 
lead the BGN to construe the name to honor a living person.  However, it was also noted that the BGN has 
approved similar proposals and that the History field in the GNIS entry is intended to provide clarification 
as to the honoree’s identity.   
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
Change Kelly Reservoir (FID 806350) to Klatt Reservoir, Montana (Beaverhead-Deerlodge National 
Forest) (Review List 427) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  The Secretariat pointed out that even though the 
proponent did not “think of the name change as to honor anyone in particular but that it is more accurate as 
to who built the reservoir,” any commemorative name is understood by the DNC to honor a specific 
individual or individuals. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Shirley Mountain, Montana (Review List 430) (FID 2798003) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the new name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                1  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
The dissenting vote was cast due to potential confusion with a feature with the same name also located in 
the region. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions  
 
Change Chenega Bay (FID 1421254) (BGN 1998) to Chenega, Alaska (Chugach National Forest) (Review 
List 432) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties - none 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
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6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:11 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held April 11, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. at the Department 
of the Interior, North Penthouse. 
 
 
       (signed) Louis A. Yost    
    
       ____________________________ 
       Louis A. Yost, Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Andrew Flora 
 
_______________________ 
Andrew Flora, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
March 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 

Changes to names in Hawaii 
 
The following 17 changes were submitted by the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN).  In the 
course of a multi-year effort to review names in the State to determine if the Hawaiian writing marks 
(kahako and ʻokina) should be added to existing names, and/or whether names currently rendered in the 
two-word form should be one word, the HBGN has identified a number of changes that involve more than 
simply those two actions.  In some cases, the HBGN has determined that the English generic term (e.g. 
Cape, Point) should be removed, in others, one should be added, and in the remaining cases, the spelling of 
the name is amended slightly. 
 
The HBGN confirmed local usage with Hawaiian language experts and representatives of the Bishop 
Museum, and reports that the county governments and State agencies are in favor of the changes.  The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration have determined that 
there are no objections.  Five additional changes, for features on National Park Service managed land, are 
awaiting NPS review. 
 
358716  Cape Kumukahi (BGN 1954) to Kumukahi --- State Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Hawaii County) 
360314  Kamoi Point (BGN 1963) to Kamoi --- State Department of Land and Natural Resources (Hawaii 
County) 
359991  Kalaeokahano (BGN 1984) to Kalaeokahano Point (Maui County) 
362701  North Fork Kaukonahua Stream (BGN 1914, 1954) to North Kaukonahua Stream --- Ewa Forest 
Preserve (Honolulu County) 
363538  Pulemoku (BGN 1956, 1973) to Pulemoku Rock --- Pulemoku State Wildlife Sanctuary/Pulemoku 
Islet Seabird Sanctuary (Honolulu County) 
362826  Oneohilo Gulch to Oneohilo (Kalawao County) 
363866  Puʻukaeʻo to Puʻukoaʻe (Kalawao County) 
364957  Wāʻwāʻia to Wāwāʻia Gulch (Kalawao County) 
359483  ʻIhiʻihelauākea to ʻIhiʻihilauākea --- Honolulu City and County Parks and Recreation Dept. (Oahu 
County) 
360057  Kalanai Point to Kalani Point --- State Department of Land and Natural Resources (Oahu County) 
361575  Kūlepiamoa Ridge to Kūlepeamoa Ridge (Honolulu County) 
362260  Maunaʻōhi Ridge to Maunaʻōahi Ridge (Honolulu County) 
362302  Maunawili Ditch to Maunawili Flume --- State Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Honolulu County) 
363446  Puaʻena to Puaʻena Point (Honolulu County) 
364389  Uwao Stream to Uao Stream (Honolulu County) 
363778  Puu Kaliu to Kaliʻu (Hawaii County) 
363781  Puu Kamalii to Kamaliʻi --- State Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (Hawaii County) 
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Change Eagle Creek (in part) (FID 905929) to North Fork Eagle Creek, New Mexico 
(Lincoln National Forest / White Mountain Wilderness) 

(Review List 433) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=33.39258&p_longi=-105.7244304 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=33.403475&p_longi=-105.771354 
 
This proposal is to change the name of the portion of Eagle Creek in Lincoln County above South Fork 
Eagle Creek to North Fork Eagle Creek.  The proponent, a Supervisory Hydrologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey, reports that the proposed name is published in several local and Federal sources.  The 
stream lies entirely within Lincoln National Forest and White Mountain Wilderness. 
 
The stream has been labeled Eagle Creek on USGS maps since 1950.  The name South Fork Eagle Creek 
also dates from the same period.  However, the name North Fork Eagle Creek appears in a 2015 U.S. Forest 
Service Draft Record of Decision titled “North Fork Eagle Creek Wells Special Use Authorization.”  This 
authorization addressed the water rights of the nearby Village of Ruidoso on Forest Service land.  The 
proposed name is also used in USGS scientific investigation and open file reports published in 2011, 2013, 
and 2014.  A USGS stream gauge on the stream uses the name North Fork Eagle Creek. 
 
The New Mexico Geographic Names Committee (NMGNC) asked the Lincoln County Board of 
Commissioners for its opinion; no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  
The NMGNC also submitted a letter for publication in a local newspaper but did not receive any replies.  
The NMGNC recommends approval of the proposal, as does the U.S. Forest Service. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 

Moose Antler Falls, New Hampshire 
(White Mountain National Forest) 

(Review List 433) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.20333&p_longi=-71.63548 
 
The new name Moose Antler Falls is proposed for a 15-foot-tall falls on Burnt Brook near Franconia in 
Grafton County, and within White Mountain National Forest.  The proponent reports that the name comes 
from the large number of shed moose antlers that can be found around the falls, and suggests “A waterfall 
of this size and beauty deserves a name.” 
 
The Town of Franconia Board of Selectmen supports the proposal, while the Grafton County 
Commissioners have no opinion.  The New Hampshire State Names Authority recommends approval.  
However, the U.S. Forest Service is opposed, citing the lack of a trail to the falls and a reluctance to 
encourage hikers to search “through the vegetation off-trail on the highly unlikely chance of finding shed 
moose antlers.” 
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists a Moose River and Moose Brook 25 miles to the northeast.  No features in New Hampshire 
include “Antler” in their names. 

 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Luna Lake, Alaska 
(Tongass National Forest) 

(Review List 432) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=56.922438&p_longi=-135.134549 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Luna Lake to an approximately one-acre unnamed 
lake that was created from the debris of a landslide on May 12, 2013.  The lake is located 4.2 miles 
northwest of Lake Diana at the head of Redoubt Lake in Tongass National Forest.  The name would 
commemorate the proponent’s dog Luna who went missing after the landslide.  The proponent and his 
girlfriend escaped the landslide, which destroyed the Forest Service cabin where they were staying, but 
Luna was never found.  The proponent reports that some U.S. Forest Service crews in the area use the name 
Luna Lake to refer to the lake. 
 
The Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK BGN) recommends approval of the name.  As part of its 
research, the AK BGN sent requests for opinions to the City and Borough of Sitka, the Sitka Tribe of 
Alaska, the Sealaska Corporation, the Sealaska Heritage Institute, and the Daily Sitka Sentinel.  The 
Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka responded in support of the proposal; no other responses were 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  Support was also received from the Sitka 
Historic Preservation Committee.  An online petition started by the proponent gathered 108 signatures in 
support of the proposal, 52 of which were from individuals who reported their residence as Sitka.  A 
member of the AK BGN reported that the name had been discussed by the Cultural Resources Committee 
of the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, but there no formal comment was submitted. 
 
The U.S. Forest Service has no objection to the proposal.  In a letter to the AK BGN, the Regional Forester 
stated that contrary to the claim of local use by the proponent, “Forest Service crews working in the area 
have not been referring to this new waterbody as ‘Luna Lake’ and that “the new lake outlet stream is 
eroding through the landslide debris and the lake may be temporary in nature.”  However, the letter 
concluded that, “While the actual local usage of the name ‘Luna Lake’ remains in question, the Forest 
Service believes Luna the dog does have a direct and unique association with this newly formed lake, and 
has no objection to the proposed new name.”  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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John Henry Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 432) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=34.03108&p_longi=-84.66911 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=34.02062&p_longi=-84.67903 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name John Henry Creek to an approximately 1.1-mile-
long unnamed tributary of Butler Creek in Cobb County.  The name would commemorate John Henry 
Richardson (1880-1975), a railroad engineer who purchased land along the stream in 1931, where he 
farmed and operated two syrup mills and a grist mill.  Richardson also worked on B-29 construction during 
WWII at the Bomber Bell Plant in nearby Marietta.  Most of the property along the stream is still owned by 
members of the Richardson family.  The proponent included with his application a petition signed by 16 
local residents who support the proposed name. 
 
The Cobb County Board of County Commissioners also supports the proposal.  The Georgia State Names 
Authority has no objection, but notes that the use of the first and middle names might cause confusion that 
the name commemorates a different John Henry.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Kelly Reservoir (FID 806350) to Klatt Reservoir, Montana 
(Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest) 

(Review List 427) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.9630156&p_longi=-
111.7660479&fid=806350 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Kelly Reservoir, a 0.6-acre reservoir located in Beaverhead-
Deerlodge National Forest in Madison County, to Klatt Reservoir.   The reservoir, which was constructed in 
1949, has been labeled Kelly Reservoir on USGS topographic maps since 1988. 
 
The proponent, a U.S. Forest Service (USFS) cartographer, states that the proposed change “is to align the 
name with the owner of the ranch at the time of construction of the facility and in line with the name of the 
builder and name of the permit issued for the project.”  Ernest Klatt (1917-2003) and his brother Cecil (still 
living) owned the ranch when the reservoir was built.  The property was sold to the Kelly family in the mid-
1950s, and presumably the name of the reservoir was changed to reflect the new ownership.  The proponent 
does not “think of the name change as to honor anyone in particular but that it is more accurate as to who 
built the reservoir.”  A 1982 USFS memo addressed to the owner of Kelly Ranch, and which referred to the 
cancelation of the dam’s first permit in 1958, cited the name as Klatt Dam and Reservoir.  The “Klatt 
(Kelly) Reservoir Dam Decommissioning Project” was proposed in a 2016 USFS memo, which refers to 
“Klatt Reservoir (also called Kelly Reservoir).”   
 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers National Inventory of Dams lists Klatt Dam at the site of the reservoir, 
with A.B. and S.B. Kelly recorded as the property owners.  The Madison County Commissioners support 
the proposal, as does the USFS, which has confirmed that the Kelly family is supportive of the change.  Due 
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to budget cuts, the Montana State Names Adviser has been unable to review proposals and has asked that 
the BGN render its decision without State input.  According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation 
Database, there are no federally recognized Tribes with an interest in Madison County. 
 
A query of GNIS did not find any other features in Montana with names that include “Klatt” other than the 
Klatt Ranch and Klatt Dam. 

Shirley Mountain, Montana 
(Review List 430) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=46.942588&p_longi=-112.805704 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Shirley Mountain for a 4,649-foot unnamed summit located 
west-southwest of Lincoln in Powell County.  The name would commemorate Shirley Jo (Lewis) Feeback 
(1928-2010), the proponent’s late mother.  The proponent describes Mrs. Feeback as a life-long educator 
and “the foundation of our family with her strong will and passion” and also “a positive influence for her 
many friends and students.”  A native of Tulsa, Oklahoma and long-time resident of Missouri and Texas, 
Mrs. Feeback she spent her summers at the summit, where she picked flowers and berries while enjoying 
the view of Blackfoot River valley.  The proponent reports that the family has referred to the summit as 
Shirley Mountain for 60 years, and the property remains in the family today.  In 2010, Mrs. Feeback’s ashes 
were scattered at the summit and a memorial headstone honoring her life is now located there.   
 
The Powell County Commissioners have no objection to the proposal.  Due to budget cuts, the Montana 
State Names Adviser has been unable to review proposals and has asked that the BGN render a decision 
without State input. 
 
A copy of the proposal was sent to the following federally recognized Tribes with an interest in Powell 
County:  the Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana, the Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, and the Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation of Montana.  No replies were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists Shirley Mountain in Ravalli County, approximately 90 miles to the southwest. 
IV. Revised Decisions 
 

Change Chenega Bay (FID 1421254) (BGN 1998) to Chenega, Alaska 
(Chugach National Forest) 

(Review List 432) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=60.0633333&p_longi=-
148.0113889&fid=1421254 
 
This proposal is to change the name of the unincorporated community of Chenega Bay to Chenega to 
recognize the name that is recorded in the constitution of the Native Village of Chenega.  The community is 
located on the southeast coast of Evans Island in Prince William Sound, and also within the Valdez-
Cordova Census Area.  Although within the proclaimed boundaries of Chugach National Forest, the land is 
administered by the Chenega Corporation, having been transferred by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to the 
native corporation in 1979.  The corporation is an Alaska Native entity established according the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act for the Native Village of Chenega. 
 
The residents of the community formerly lived at Chenega on Chenega Island, approximately 15 miles 
north of their current location, but were forced to relocate to the community of Crab Bay on Evans Island in 
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the years following the 1964 Alaska earthquake.  The former location is recorded in GNIS as a historical 
populated place.  In 1998, the BGN approved a proposal submitted by a cartographer with the USFS in 
Anchorage on behalf of the Chenega Corporation, to change the name of the community of Crab Bay to 
Chenega Bay to recognize local use at the time.  Federal maps and charts were updated to reflect the 
change.  Prior to the 1998 decision, conflicting information was received as to the desired name, with the 
Chenega Corporation stating a preference for Chenega and the Chenega IRA Council preferring Chenega 
Bay (IRA refers to the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934).  However, following further communication 
with the Chugach Alaska Corporation, which stated that the constitution had been amended to Chenega 
Bay, and after the Bureau of Indian Affairs expressed its support, the latter name was approved for Federal 
use.  
 
The proponent of the current proposal is the President and CEO of the Chenega Corporation.  After a 
review of the material associated with the BGN’s 1998 decision, it was determined that the charter had in 
fact never been amended to Chenega Bay and so Chenega has remained the official name.  The proponent is 
asking that it be recognized for Federal use.  The proposal was submitted with support of the President of 
the Chenega IRA Council. 
 
The Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK BGN) recommends approval of the change, as does the 
USFS.  As part of its research, the AK BGN sent requests for opinion to the Chugach Alaska Corporation, 
the Alaska Regional Director of the BIA, and the Alaska Division of Community and Regional Affairs.  
The BIA’s regional director submitted a letter of support; no other responses were received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties - none 
 
 


